Mats as a building material: evidence from the
Southeast of the Iberian Peninsula during the Late
Prehistory
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Résumé

Through the macroscopic study of daub fragments, diverse archaeological evidence has
been recovered of the use of vegetal woven mats integrated in built structures as just an-
other construction material. Documented in various prehistoric sites from the Southeast
of the Iberian Peninsula, the main findings come from the Chalcolithic site of Les Moreres
(Crevillente, Alicante, Spain), from the second half of the 3rd millennium BC. These re-
sults highlight the enormous informative potential of hardened mud architectural remains,
as well as the necessity of considering more elements as prospective building materials from
prehistoric times.
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